
OLVER ANNOUNCES $2.25 MILLION FOR PIONEER VALLEY PUBLIC TRANSIT

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the final version of the FY 02 Transportation Appropriations                Bill includes $2.25 million for public transit in the Pioneer Valley.                The House approved the measure today by a count of 371-11, and the                Senate passed the legislation by a count of 97-2. President Bush                is expected to sign the bill into law in the near future.

               Olver is the second most senior Democrat on the Transportation Subcommittee                of the Appropriations Committee, and included the funding in the                Fiscal Year 2002 Transportation Appropriations bill. 

               $1.5 million is earmarked for automated voice annunciation and visual                display equipment in Pioneer Valley Transit Authority's (PVTA) fleet                of 177 buses. The voice and visual displays that PVTA will add to                its buses will notify passengers of bus routes and stops. With the                $1 million that Olver designated for this project last year, PVTA                will be able to complete this technology upgrade for their entire                fleet.

               "This funding will help streamline public transportation in                the Pioneer Valley" Olver said. "These so-called 'talking                buses' will be easier to use."

               $750,000 is earmarked for the creation of the Holyoke Pulse Center,                a transit hub to be located in downtown Holyoke. PVTA is currently                completing a feasibility study on the Holyoke Pulse Center. The                Center will be located in the historic fire station located at 206                Maple Street in downtown Holyoke.

               "The Pulse Center will simplify navigating public transit in                Holyoke and the Pioneer Valley. Continued use of the property will                also be an asset for economic growth in the surrounding community,"                Olver added

               "These types of investments in transportation infrastructure                are essential if we are to develop and maintain accessible and convenient                public transit in the Pioneer Valley," Olver added.

               For more information on these transportation projects, contact Gary                Shepard (413) 732-6248.
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